Isle of Wight 2016
Tuesday
The day started early with many children awake at 6 am so the morning trip to the beach
was well attended, although only a few joined Mr Hetherington for a run. The others
enjoyed the beginning of a beautiful day, playing cricket, football games and making a
volcano with a tunnel underneath. We also left our mark by writing ‘Bengeo School’ on the
beach – well, at least till the next high tide. They came back with news of warmth and the
sun breaking through.

Everyone sat down to a fantastic breakfast – cereal, toast, bacon, egg and beans were on
offer today! Just right to set us up for one of the busiest day of the week. The sun was
streaming through the windows, so much so that the blinds had to be drawn. Once
breakfast was over, the children went to their rooms to get ready for the day ahead.

Once organised, we walked down the hill to the Pirate Cove Adventure Golf where we
sorted ourselves into groups and started at different points of the course. There was a
range of scores, from several holes-in-one to over 10 shots! The scenery entertained us as
we went round, with pirates, a ship, a graveyard and many other interesting sights. The
pirates can’t have been busy as the water was not red with ‘blood’ like last year! Some of
the best scores were Hollie Skidmore with 45, Mrs Betts with 46 and Rohan Jocelyn
celebrated his birthday with an amazing 42! Mrs Pettifer only hit one ball (she was busy
circulating with the camera), helping out Anna Taylor on one of the trickiest holes and
amazed everyone, especially herself, with a hole-in-one.

After everyone had finished (including Tommy Neave who made the bell ring on the lucky
last hole) we moved across the road to the beach for lunch. The sunshine was very
welcome and there was a lot of sunbathing going on, as well as digging and general relaxing.
Lunch was collected from the hotel and, after eating, we decided that, as the weather was
so lovely and the children hadn’t spent any money on Monday, they could use it to get an
ice-cream from the shop up the road where they had an amazing variety of cone, flavours
and toppings!

The ice-creams kept the children happy on the walk to the Wight Waters where we were
kitted out with wetsuits, buoyancy aids and boards and we all (teachers included) piled into
the sea for body-boarding. Although some of the children were a bit tentative at first, the
instructors were incredibly supportive and helped the less confident ones to gain their
water legs. The sunshine had warmed the sea and, although a bit cold if you stayed still too
long, the exercise kept you at a comfortable temperature.

Once out of the water and dried and dressed, we sat down to warm up with a very welcome
cup of hot chocolate before the walk back to the hotel where we showered and got ready
for dinner then the theatre.

The children were really excited on the walk to the theatre and, although they were asking
what it was, we couldn’t tell them until we got there as it is written specially for the schools.
This year’s show was called ‘Fangtastic’ and was loosely based on Count Dracula with a
range of current and recent tunes which the children to sing and dance to. This kept them
entertained as there was something for everyone! We are now really looking forward to
Thursday’s theatre workshop!

After a quick walk back to the hotel, we had a quick drink then straight to bed - with a lot
less chatting than Monday night – looking forward to more fun activities tomorrow!

